((( HOW TO PURCHASE A USED CAR (((
For many people, the thought of purchasing a car is scary.  Buying a car, whether new or used, is a huge investment.  With new car prices at an all-time high, many are choosing to purchase used cars, but the unknowns in such a purchase are often intimidating. 

The following are important questions to think about and some tips for the beginner who is in the early stages of buying a used car.

ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS

What is the condition of the car I currently own?  Why do I want to replace it?  If I do not presently own a car, what are my primary reasons for wanting to purchase one?

Do I want to buy a used car from a dealership or would I prefer to go through a private owner?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of both?

How will I finance my purchase?  How will my current transportation costs compare with owning my own vehicle?

What kind of car am I looking for?  What functions does the car need to serve (i.e., daily transportation vs. weekend trips or both)?

THE FIRST FEW STEPS

Research, research, research.  The most successful purchaser of a used car is one who is empowered with knowledge.  Read consumer guides and books.  Find the resources available to you online.  Learn to speak “car talk.”  Look through the newspaper to get a sense of the used car market and to understand what car sellers are advertising.

Enlist the help and support of a friend or family member who knows about cars and is familiar with the process of purchasing a used car.  Experience can be the best teacher.

Formulate a realistic budget so that you can arrive at a definite price range from which you will not waver when shopping and negotiating.  Set up a meeting with a financial manager if necessary.

Dream a little.  With knowledge, hard work, and a definite purpose, finding the used car of your dreams at the right price is possible. 

